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Government Update 

Securing our recovery

Nau mai haere mai!

Authorised by Vanushi Walters MP for Upper Harbour, Parliament Buildings, Wellington



Our priorities

The Government has three goals this term, to:

• Keep New Zealanders safe from COVID-19

• Accelerate our recovery and rebuild, and

• Tackle long term challenges like housing affordability, climate 

change and child poverty.

Our infrastructure programme is a key part of accelerating our 

recovery.



How we are working with local 

businesses 
• Record $57.3b investment in infrastructure over the next 

five years to create jobs and drive our recovery.

• Projects are already underway, and expected to create 

20,000 jobs.

• Supporting people into work: Flexi-wage, Mana in Mahi, free 

apprenticeships. 

• Building skilled workforce with free trades training: More 

than 130,000 people have taken this up so far. 



Top 10 Industries in Upper Harbour
*by employee count 2019 Stats NZ

1. Preschool and School Education

2. Construction Services

3. Other Store-Based Retailing

4. Food and Beverage Services

5. Professional Scientific & Technical Services

6. Motor Vehicle & Motor Vehicle Parks Retailing

7. Building Construction

8. Administrative Services

9. Social Assistance Services

10. Building Cleaning Pest Control & Other Support Services

In 2019 there were 6,513 businesses according to Statistics NZ



Our Government Initiatives are working

• The expansion of Flexi-Wage to support more people into work had 1,606 placements in its first six 
weeks. As at 31 May 2021, there’s been a total of 3,582 total Flexi-wage placements. 

• Our Apprenticeship Boost scheme to help employers retain apprentices and encourage more 
people to take up apprenticeships has already benefitted 29,931 apprentices.

• Our free trades training which has benefited 106,600 (people since July 2020, including 65,000 
apprentices since July 2020).

• As at 30 June 2021 He Poutama Rangatahi has supported 2,667 at-risk rangatahi to overcome 
barriers to employment, education or training.

• Mana in Mahi has supported 3,240 people into placements since 2018, and there continues to be 
an increase in demand for this programme. 

• One example is the Construction Accord which utilises industry partnerships with Auckland Council, 
Mayors Taskforce for Jobs, NZTA and Civil Suppliers, and MSD providers to deliver employment 
opportunities in the construction sector. Since 1 July 2020 until 30 June 2021, there have been a 
total of 4,245 who have participated in the Construction Accord partnerships. 



Locally in Upper Harbour

• As of June 2021 in Upper Harbour there are 7,794* on a WINZ benefit* and 

4,305 people are on the job seeker scheme looking for work.

• So far few business have engaged with the Mana in Mahi and Flexi-wage 

schemes locally, and some business have employed people in apprenticeships 

• Collectively we need to do more work to ensure businesses understand and are 

using the schemes facilitated by Connected through MSD. That’s why we have 

initiated our meeting today and intend to ensure there is a bi-annual 

Government update for Business North Harbour members.

*MSD 2nd Financial Quarter 2021



Drop in and meet our electorate office 

team Our office can provide advocacy and information 

on a range of issues on government agencies 

We are open Tuesday to Thursday 10am-2pm or 

you can make an appointment with us at a time 

that suits you. 

Upper Harbour Electorate Office Details

Address: 22 Westgate Drive, Westgate (next to AA Building)

Email: vanushi.waltersmp@parliament.govt.nz

Phone: 09 834 2150

Megan, Vanushi, Vicky, Christine absent Margaret and Dean



How we can assist
• To secure our recovery in Upper Harbour and come out 

stronger, we need to continue to strengthen our 

economy and create jobs. We are here to help your 

business grow.

• We have an advantage of work hubs like Rosedale 

Wairau Park, Hobsonville and Westgate being close to 

residential homes.

• Lets strengthen our networks and work collaboratively to 

make a stronger local economy to live, work and play.



Thanks & introduction

Dr Deborah Russell MP for New Lynn 



Budget 2021
Securing Our Recovery

The Budget and Business

Authorised by Deborah Russell, Parliament Buildings, Wellington



Our priorities

The Government has three goals this term, to:

• Keep New Zealanders safe from COVID-19

• Accelerate our recovery and rebuild, and

• Tackle long term challenges like housing affordability, climate 

change and child wellbeing

Budget 2021 is focused on securing our COVID recovery while 

addressing these long term issues.



Budget at a glance: key initiatives

• Benefits increase - between $32 and $55 a week per adult

• $200m boost for Pharmac

• Reinstating the Training Incentive Allowance 

• Local jobs through new rail workshops, Scott Base upgrade 

• Record investment in infrastructure

• $300m for low carbon technology and innovation

• Supporting small businesses with a new digital training and support 

service

• Māori housing package, delivering more homes for whānau

• Warmer Kiwi Homes - 47,700 more heating and insulation retrofits

• Lifting Childcare Assistance caps for working families

• Designing a Social Unemployment Insurance scheme



Budget at a glance: Economy

We’re taking a balanced approach that will create jobs, keep a lid on 

debt, and drive economic growth:

• Record $57.3 billion for infrastructure

• More than 220,000 people will enter work and unemployment 

will drop to 4.2% over the next four years

• More than 100,000 people already in free trades training 

and apprenticeships – ensuring businesses have the skilled 

workforce they need for our recovery



Budget at a glance: Economy

Net debt levels: International comparison 



Backing SMEs – Digital Boost

• We’re investing $44 million in the Digital Boost
• business training courses for SMEs

• providing new digital business advisory services

“The Digital Boost Training Programme will assist 30,000 SMEs, and the 
new advisory service will support 15,000 SMEs to change their businesses 
per year. It will grow the digital skills and capabilities of the workforce, 
improve productivity and create more resilient businesses.”



Backing SMEs – Digital Boost
What is it?

Free courses from 15 minutes to 2 hours

Q&A sessions with experts

Access to digital support advisors

Courses in: digital tools, setting up websites, digital marketing, accounting, customers 
insights and business growth, future technologies

Courses tailored for different industries: tourism, retail, hospitality, construction, primary 
industries, manufacturing

https://digitalboost.co.nz/

https://digitalboost.co.nz/


Backing SMEs – Merchant Fees

We’re reducing merchant service fees for small business, resulting in estimated savings of 
$74 million each year for NZ merchants

A Retail Payments Systems Bill will be introduced later this year to:

• require reductions in interchange fees as soon as possible

• enable direct intervention by the Commerce Commission using a broad suite of powers to 
regulate different participants in the retail payment system

• introduce a disclosure and reporting requirement to enable the Commerce Commission to 
monitor the retail payments system.

In other words, reducing the cost of paywave and other credit and debit card transactions 
for retailers



Backing SMEs – What we have done 
since March 2020

• In the past 18 months
• Wage subsidy scheme

• Interest free loans

• Free business advice through Regional Business Partners

• Grants and loans for tourism businesses

• Resurgence payments for alert level changes

• Leave support scheme

• Tax changes including depreciation, low value assets and provisional tax thresholds



Digital Boost 
Business North Harbour
July 2021



Tech Savviness 



Tech savvy? 



eCommerce



Industry



Discover DigitalBoost.co.nz 



A learning hub



Learning categories



Topics



Videos



Downloadable learning summaries



Real kiwi businesses



Expert advice



A depth of talent



Recognition





Digital Boost Alliance



Thank you.  

www.digitalboost.co.nz



Keeping the North Shore moving 

Delivering on our transport 

challenge

Authorised by Shanan Halbert, Parliament Buildings, Wellington



Keeping the North Shore moving

Multi-modal - no one solution will solve the congestion challenge

• roading

• public transport 

• walking & cycling 

• rapid transit

• ferries



Keeping the North Shore moving

Future-focused – we must give people more transport options

• Northern Busway extension to Albany

• Segregated Northern Pathway walking and cycling link across 
the Waitematā

• Additional harbour crossing bought forward 10 years to 2030s



Keeping the North Shore moving

More sustainable – transport emissions make up 47% of our 
profile

• discounted public transport fares - 75% discount for those on 
low incomes

• EV subsidies (up to $8,625 for battery vehicles)



Keeping the North Shore moving

Record levels of funding

• record investment through ATAP - $31billion through to 2031

• Select Committee consideration of how to fund faster progress 
on infrastructure



Thanks and Q&A




